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Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 3 5 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The "join" , according to applicant's 
disclosure, is bead 8 (page 11, lines 26 and 29) and does not 
include the filaments 3 that are substantially parallel to each 
other, noting that claims 5-8 and 12 are also consistent with 
this interpretation. Thus, according to the disclosure, the 
members that bend are the filaments rather than the joins. 
Thus, describing the joins as bending (claim 14, lines 1-2 and 
claim 15, lines 1-2) is confusing and inaccurate. 

Claims 5-8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Taylor et al . (6,083,257). Taylor et al . 
disclose first and second sets of mutually counter rotating 
metallic filaments 2, 3 in which some or all of the filament 
ends are fixed together in pairs (col. 11, lines 3-6) by placing 
the filaments adjacent to and substantially parallel to one 
another (figures 4 and 5) and further comprising a join at each 
end, wherein some but not all of the filament ends are welded 

(col. 2, lines 35-37 and 54-60 and col. 13, lines 50-63), the 
joins extending outward radially from a main body of the stent 

(when the ends of the stent flare radially outwardly as 
described in col. 5, lines 31-50, particularly lines 31-33 and 
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col. 11, lines 10-12) . As to claims 6, 7 and 12, note col. 7, 
lines 5-8. As to claim 8, the proximal surface of the joins 
provide a shoulder (col. 3, lines 13) . 

Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Taylor et al . (6,083,257). Taylor et 
al. fail to disclose the angle of the members increasing as the 
filaments extend toward the join. However, it is old and well 
known to form flaring ends on stents by increasing the angle of 
the filaments as they extend toward the ends in order to obtain 
the advantage of preventing the migration of the stent in the 
body lumen. It would have been obvious to so shape the flared 
ends of the Taylor et al. stent so that it too has this 
advantage. 

Applicant's arguments filed Nov. 21, 2 0Q6 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive for the reasons set forth 
above . 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply, to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
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statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571) 272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571) 272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 
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